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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S PLANS 

REF: HOLBROOKE-NEWSOM TELCON MARCH 16 

1. IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR POSSIBLE DISCUSSION WITH 
SECRETARY CONCERNING MY DEPARTURE, YOU MAY WISH TO HAVE 
MY EURTHER THOUGHTS. 

2. 1 RECOGNIZE SECRETARY'S URGENT REQUIREMENTS AND AM 
NATURALLY EAGER TO RETURN AND ASSUME NEW DUTIES AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. THREE ASPECTS OE OUR CURRENT RELATIONS WITH 
PHILIPPINES, HOWEVER, WOULD UNDER ORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES 
WEIGHT STRONGLY IN EAVOR OF MY REMAINING HERE UNTIL ALTER 
VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT. WHILE I AM SURE EACH COULD BE 
SATISFACTORILY HANDLED BY STULL OR TOUSSAINT, I ALSO 
RECOGNIZE THAT THERE IS SPECIAL FACTOR OF AMBASSADORIAL 
ACCESS WHICH COULD BE CRITICAL IN EVENT ANY SPEICAL PRO- 
BLEMS ARISE. 

A. BASE NEGOTIATIONS: WHILE OUTCOME TUESDAY'S MEETING 
CANNOT BE PREDICTED, I HAVE FEELING WE ARE MOVING TOWARD 
CONCLUSION. TIME BETWEEN NOW AND VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 
MAY PRESENT SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY WIND THIS UP AND ACCESS 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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TO PRESIDENT COULD BE CRITICAL. 

B. ELECTIONS: FILIPINOS HAVE SUSPICION WHICH IS WIDELY 
VOICED THAT THINGS HAPPEN HERE WHEN U.S. AMBASSADOR 
NOT PRESENT. WHILE WE PROBABLY DO NOT NEED PAY GREAT 
NERD LOCAL SUPERSTITION, THIS WILL BE TIME OE TENSION 
WHEN BOTH U.S. AND PHILIPPINE COMMUNITIES MAY FEET, 
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SYMBOLIC PRESENCE AMBASSADOR IMPORTANT. I ALSO BELIEVE 
THAT TIME IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING ELECTION WHEN FATE OF 
AQUINO AND FUTURE PROGRESS "NORMALIZATION" MAY BE IN 
BALANCE MAY ALSO BE TIME WHEN ACCESS MAY BE REQUIRED. 

C. VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT: HERE AGAIN, PLANS ARE GOING 
FORWARD SATISFACTORILY, BUT PRESENCE AMBASSADOR IN WHAT 
COULD BE CRITICAL DISCUSSIONS ON FUTURE U.S. -PHILIPPINE 
RELATIONS COULD BE HELPFUL. 

3. WHILE I DO NOT SEEK ADDITIONAL ROUND TRIP ACROSS 
PACIFIC, ONE ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE FOR ME TO RETURN TO 
WASHINGTON FOR CONFIRMATION HEARINGS, AND OTHER PRE- 
LIMINARIES AND RETURN MANILA FOR ELECTIONS AND 

VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT. 

4. SECRETARY'S NEEDS ARE, OF COURSE, PRIMARY CONSIDERATION 
BUT I WANT YOU BOTH TO KNOW MY THOUGHTS RE SITUATION HERE. 
PLEASE ADVISE. 

NEWSOM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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